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Popcorn duo’

exonerated
in movie rift

A Parker couple who smuggled home-
made popcorn into a southeast Denver the-
ater, were found innocent Thursday of dis-
turbing the peace.

A jury found David WESSSNE and his
w:fe. Mary Lou IESSESSSSSN, not guil nf

fol Cuulg-{ a !our-day tria

'l'he couple tired of what
rimd e gt ey gl e “t.:“‘“"""
eir own
corn to a sho of “Time B‘a’hditam
Tamarac Square last November.
Mtera?:od EM mtl:: $4 movui': tickets, they
were w. bootleg
corn into u&e therbgrm"h dngmm}pm
warning and a sign prohi rons
from bringing food into the mgntf-: that
wasn't in the lol
Lmthananhourlater._was
handcuffs and was on his way to
jdﬁlt Both had been charged with creating a

urbance.

Assistant City Attorney Tom Combs ar-
gmmatthemplehaddiaturbedother
movlegom ﬂ commotion over ﬂle

told police the only w
to get him out of the

thes'
theater was “kicking and scmmlné
But the couple’s

e
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Couple in popcorn flap
file suit against theater

By KEVIN FLYNN
. News Staff
A Parker couple arrested last year after
bringing their own popcorn to a southeast

_ Denver movie theater have sued the theater’s

mte owner and four employees for

David WSSEN and Mary Lou SRS
filed the complaint. Tuesday in Denver Dis-
trict Court.

e and WEGEBMESE said thay brought
their own popcorn because they do not like
the sold at theaters.

was jailed for five hours after four
Denver police officers handcuffed him in the

.theater and carried him off. [SEEEE, who

earlier had left the auditorium, was given a
summons. She was left at the theater with no

money or keys to the couple's car.
Named as defendants with Mann Théaters:

THEY WERE ACQUITTED of charges of
disturbing the peace March 4. ;

In their suit, the couple claims the the-
ater's employees subjected them to malicious

prosecution, false arrest and im
and that they were Iihlﬁmm
1.

theater

The ter is owned by Mann Theaters
Corp. of California. Mann’s president, Law-
rence Gleason, is named as a defendant on
mm:tmmmmmmmmm—
sion interview following the arrest.

mlhenterhuarulepmhl ting the con-
sumption of any food other than u:a which is
imere at iuolg:euuonmnd The cou-

r’ tlllml ddﬂﬂd
protect te prolits from sales of
tercorn’ nr‘butte:»llnwtd::pca'n
product in fact contained no

and Gleason are Ed Doty, district manager
for Mann, Richard Kuratli, manager of the
Tamarac Theater, and Michael Pagliasotti,
assistant manager. Doty is now at a Mann
theater in Utah. Kuratli and Pagliasotti mo
longer work at the Tamarac Theater.

THE SUIT CLAIMS the yees had the
couple arrested for dist the peace
Charge SN a0 WGEESEEED say they were

say were
seated quietly in the theater when Pagliasolti
and Kuratli caused a ruckus over the al-
mdy-ﬁlenpbpmrn -

'l'becuuphchlmod refused to leave
because the theater would not refund their
admission money. The suil claims the couple
was arrested and prosecuted to justify the
initial overreaction to the situation.

According to the suit, Gleason and Doty
ia':rchmmtue had been loud

abusive to employees, a
charge GEESH and say is false
and slandered them.




